BACKGROUND ON THE TIMEPMAN CASE 


Jacobo Timerman , publisher and editor of the Buenos 
Aires newspaper La Opinion , was detained by Argentine 
security forces in April, 1977. He was held incommunicado 
for several months and severely tortured during that period. 
Although a military court found Mr. Timerman innocent of 
any wrongdoing, he remained in prison by executive order. 

The Argentine Supreme Court subsequently ruled last year 
that no legal basis existed for his continued detention. 

The Executive, however, ignored this ruling and merely 
transferred Mr. Timerman from prison to house arrest w T here 
he remains. Armed guards occupy his apartment, and he is 
permitted few visitors or contact with the outside world 
other than his family and his rabbi. He is forbidden, of 
course, to leave the apartment and was unable to attend his 
son's wedding in Israel earlier this year or to accept the 
Hubert Humphrey Freedom Award from B'nai B'rith in New York 
this summer. 

Because Jacobo Timerman had earned a reputation for 
excellence in journalism and for his honest and courageous 
portrayal of human rights abuses, his arrest and continued 
detentipn have drawn widespread criticism in international 
journalistic circles, as well as among Members of Congress 
and other important sectors of American opinion. His con- 
tinued deprivation of liberty, after having been fully 
exonerated by the courts, clearly illuminates the Military 
Junta's arbitrariness as well as the impotence of the Argen- 
tine judiciary in the face of flagrant abuses. His case has 
come to symbolize the plight of the thousands of Argentines 
who have been deprived of their liberty during the last 3 % 
years, of whom over 1500, including Mr. Timerman, remain in 
executive detention. 

Congressional and public interest in this case remains 
high. Numerous articles have appeared in the U.S. press, 
and important nongovernmental organizations have joined 
their voices in the general protest. 

The President raised Mr. Timerman 's case with Presi- 
dent Videla when the latter was in Washington for the Panama 
Canal Treaties signing ceremony. Secretary Vance reviewed 
his case in detail when he visited Argentina in November of 
1977. Under Secretary Newsom and Assistant Secretaries 
Todman and Derian and others have reiterated our concerns 
in the interim. Ambassador Castro continues to intercede 
energetically on every possible occasion with the highest 
levels of the Argentine Government in an effort to secure 
Mr. Timerman' s release. 
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SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS 


-- Jacobo Timerman has become a symbol of the 
struggle to vindicate human rights in. Argentina . His 
steadfast courage during his long ordeal has won him 
the admiration of countless Americans. 

Our Government has taken a strong interest in 
Mr. Timerman' s case since the time of his arrest. The 
President raised his case with President Videla during 
the latter's visit to the U.S. in 1977. Secretary Vance 
did the same during his visit to Buenos Aires in November 
of 1977. Other high-ranking Department of State officials 
have made similar approaches to the Argentine Government 
during visits to Argentina, and Ambassador Castro and the 
U.S. Embassy staff have made numerous representations on 
Mr. Timerman* s behalf. 

We shall continue to make representations to the 
Argentine Government at all levels to release Mr. Timerman 
and permit him to leave the country. We will continue to 
make clear to the Argentines that his case is a major ele- 
ment of concern in our relations and that his early re- 
lease would have a favorable impact in United States offi- 
cial and public circles. 



